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Abstract: The methodology of teaching foreign/second languages is a system of knowledge 

about the rules of the process of teaching a non-native language and about ways to influence this 

process in order to optimize this process. The methodology of teaching a foreign language (FL) 

reveals and substantiates the rules of teaching a foreign language. Historically, two functionally 

different methods have developed: general and specific methods. The general methodology, as a 

rule, is devoted to the study of the patterns and features of the process of teaching a foreign 

language, regardless of what foreign language we are talking about. Thus, the principles of 

selection of educational material, the relationship between oral and written speech at various 

stages of the lesson, etc. will be the same under equivalent learning conditions for any of the 

languages studied in secondary schools.  

However, knowledge of the general principles of teaching a foreign language turns out to be 

insufficient when the instructor is faced with the specific features of a particular foreign 

language. Thus, the methods of mastering Continuous verbal forms are specific only to the 

English language, cumbersome patterns of composition, the declension of nouns and adjectives 

are characteristic of the German language, and the methods of forming numerals, the use of 

diacritics, abbreviation of the article, and the presence of the partitive article are characteristic of 

the French language. Significant differences are observed in phonetics: triphthongs and 

diphthongs are specific to English, and nasal vowels are specific to French. As experience and 

practice show, the language instructor needs to develop and implement such techniques, 

methods, and forms of teaching that contribute to the rapid mastery by students of relevant 

specific phenomena in a particular foreign language.  



Thus, a private methodology examines the teaching of those linguistic and speech phenomena 

that are specific to the particular foreign language being studied. General and specific methods 

are interconnected. The general methodology is enriched based on the experience of private 

methods. In turn, the laws of the general methodology are reflected in the particular one. Item 

methods of teaching foreign languages - this is the knowledge accumulated about the object, a 

numerous theory that models the learning process; These are the rules of the learning process of 

a foreign language. The basic concepts that form the foundation of the methodology include 

process, goals, content, principles, methods, techniques, means, and organizational forms of 

training. I will elaborate on the above-mentioned phenomena with the modern characteristics of 

the 21st-century instructor. What they should do within the classroom and what is not 

recommended?  
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