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Osor v fokusu znanosti: Osor onkraj mita 

Martina Blečić Kavur, Boris Kavur 

 

Dvostranski raziskovalni projekt Osor onkraj mita, ki ga financirata Javna agencija za 

znanstvenoraziskovalno in inovacijsko dejavnost Republike Slovenije (ARIS) ter Avstrijski 

znanstveni sklad (FWF) v okviru programa Weave, je uspel združiti številne raziskovalce različnih 

disciplin pri preučevanju Osorja. Gre za mesto, ki leži na stičišču otokov Cresa in Lošinja v 

Kvarnerskem zalivu na Hrvaškem. V času mlajše prazgodovine in rimskega obdobja je veljalo za 

eno najpomembnejših regionalnih središč. Projekt tako subtilno prepleta mitološko ozadje s 

sodobnimi znanstvenimi spoznanji, pri čemer Osor obravnava kot enoten kopenski in morski 

organizem – prostor, kjer se stikata mit in resničnost, narava in kultura. Z multidisciplinarnim 

pristopom – od geologije in arheologije, prek zgodovine in epigrafike do antropologije, biologije 

in kemije – je omogočeno poglobljeno razumevanje kompleksnosti življenja v preteklosti na tem 

izjemnem prostoru. Posebna pozornost je namenjena krajinskemu kontekstu, obrobni rabi 

zemljišč ter dinamiki in strateški vlogi mesta znotraj severnojadranskega prostora in kulturnih 

mrež tistega časa. 

V zadnjih dveh desetletjih so raziskave pokazale precejšnje število novih arheoloških najdb, večjo 

kulturno variabilnost in intenzivnejše kulturne stike. Zato je bil cilj projekta med drugim na novo 

ovrednotiti kulturno zgodovino Osorja v kontekstu otočnosti ter regionalnih in nadregionalnih 

povezav na inovativen način. K razvoju projekta so pomembno prispevala najnovejša zaščitna 

arheološka izkopavanja (2018–2025), ki so bistveno dopolnila zbrane podatke in odprla številne 

nove raziskovalne izzive. 

Namen konference Osor v fokusu znanosti je zbrati najnovejše raziskave in različne pristope ter 

njihove rezultate združiti v celovito znanstveno sintezo, ki bo omogočala poglobljeno 

razumevanje mesta in njegovega razvoja v širšem kulturnem in časovnem okviru – torej onkraj 

mitov. Dejstvo, da se je na konferenci zbralo impresivno število udeležencev iz šestih držav, 

potrjuje uspešnost in aktualnost tega pristopa. V več kot 150-letni zgodovini raziskav so se prvič 

zbrali strokovnjaki z različnih področij ter svoj znanstveni fokus usmerili izključno na Osor – v malo 

večno mesto, ki s svojim obstojem že več kot 3000 let povezuje in navdihuje.   



 

Osor in the Scientific Spotlight: Osor Beyond the Myth 

Martina Blečić Kavur, Boris Kavur 

 

The bilateral research project Osor Beyond the Myth, funded by the Slovenian Research and 

Innovation Agency (ARIS) and the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) within the Weave programme, 

has successfully brought together researchers from various disciplines to study Osor. The town, 

situated at the junction of the islands of Cres and Lošinj in Kvarner Bay, Croatia, was one of the 

most important regional centres during the Late Prehistoric and Roman periods. The project 

subtly weaves together the mythological background with contemporary scientific insights, 

viewing Osor as a unified terrestrial and maritime organism – a place where myth and reality, 

nature and culture, converge. Through a multidisciplinary approach – including geology, 

archaeology, history, epigraphy, anthropology, biology and chemistry – the project enables a 

deeper understanding of the complexity of past life in this exceptional area. Special attention is 

given to the landscape context, peripheral land use, and the dynamics and strategic role of the 

town within the northern Adriatic region and its cultural networks of the time. 

In the past two decades, research has revealed many new archaeological finds, greater cultural 

variability, and more intensive cultural interactions. Consequently, one of the main aims of the 

project has been to re-evaluate the cultural history of Osor in the context of insularity, as well as 

its regional and interregional connections in an innovative manner. The project has also greatly 

benefited from recent rescue excavations (2018–2025), which have significantly enriched the 

available data and introduced numerous new research challenges. 

The aim of the conference Osor in the Scientific Spotlight is to bring together the latest research 

and a range of methodological approaches, integrating their results into a comprehensive 

scientific synthesis to provide a deeper understanding of the town and its development within a 

broader cultural and temporal framework – beyond the myth. The impressive number of 

participants from six countries attests to the success and relevance of this approach. For the first 

time in over 150 years of research, experts from diverse disciplines have gathered and focused 

their scholarly attention exclusively on Osor – the small eternal town, whose existence has 

connected and inspired for more than three millennia.  



 

 

PROGRAM/PROGRAMME OUTLINE 

  



 

TOREK, 4. 11. 2025 / TUESDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 2025 

 

10:00 – 10:15 Pozdravni nagovori/Welcome addresses:  

Prof. dr. Aleksander Panjek, dekan/dean 

Izr. prof. dr. Martina Blečić Kavur 

 

10:15 – 10:30 Mreženje/Networking 

 

10:30 – 10:45 Nives Doneus, Martin Fera & Michael Doneus: Projekt »Osor onkraj mita«: Rimsko 

mesto, njegovo pomorsko okolje in nekdanja raba zemljišč na območju arhipelaga 

Cres–Lošinj v arheološki prospekciji/“Osor Beyond the Myth” Project: The Roman 

City, its Maritime Setting, and Past Land Use Across the Cres–Lošinj Archipelago in 

Archaeological prospection 

10:45 – 11:00 Dea Brunović, Slobodan Miko, Ozren Hasan & Nikolina Ilijanić: Podvodne krajine 

Lošinjske ožine/Submerged Landscapes of the Lošinj Channel 

11:00 – 11:15 Slobodan Miko, Dea Brunović, Ozren Hasan, Nives Doneus, Nikolina Ilijanić, Petra 

Hus, Filip Šegović, Ivan Razum, Michael Doneus & Martina Šparica Miko: Pet 

tisočletij človeškega vpliva zabeleženega v geokemijski sestavi morskih sedimentov 

Osorskega zaliva/Five Millennia of Human Influence Recorded in the Geochemical 

Composition of Marine Sediments from Osor Bay 

 

11:15 – 11:30 Odmor za kavo/Coffee break 

 

11:30 – 11:45 Tena Karavidović, Ana Konestra & Matija Makarun: Razkrivanje pretekle poselitve 

in rabe tal obrobne otoške krajine – intenzivni terenski pregled območja Matalda 

na otoku Cresu/Unveiling Past Settling and Land Use of a Marginal Insular 

Landscape – the Matalda Area Intensive Field Survey on the Cres Island 

11:45 – 12:00 Mateja Baričević, Matija Makarun, Dalibor Branković & Martin Bažoka: 

Preliminarni rezultati zaščitnih arheoloških raziskav v Osorju (2022–

2025)/Preliminary Results of Rescue Archaeological Investigations in Osor (2022–

2025) 

12:00 – 12:15 Zrinka Ettinger Starčić & Martina Blečić Kavur: Pregled podvodnih arheoloških 

raziskav v osorskem akvatoriju/An Overview of Underwater Archaeology in the 

Osor Aquatorium 

12:15 – 12:30 Igor Miholjek & Pavle Dugonjić: Osor 2023: Podvodne arheološko raziskave/Osor 

2023: Underwater Archaeological Research  

 

12:30 – 12:45 Odmor za kavo/Coffee break 



 

12:45 – 13:00 Martina Blečić Kavur, Boris Kavur, Maja Čuka, Mario Novak, Mateusz Cwaliński 

& Wayne G. Powell: O Kositrnih otokih na jantarni poti: Otočna ekskluzivnost 

Osorja/On the Tin Islands along the Amber Route: The Island Exclusivity of Osor 

13:00 – 13:15 Mario Novak, Martina Blečić Kavur, Boris Kavur, Mario Carić, Federico Lugli & 

Fabio Cavalli: Nova dognanja o življenju in smrti v železnodobnem Osorju: 

Preliminarne bioarheološke študije človeških ostankov/New Insights into Life and 

Death in Iron Age Osor: Preliminary Results from the Bioarchaeological Study of 

Human Remains 

13:15 – 13:30 Wayne G. Powell, Ryan Mathur, Martina Blečić Kavur & Boris Kavur: Uvoz kositra 

v Osor v času starejše železne dobe (900–700 pr. n. št.)/Tin Imports to Osor in the 

Early Iron Age (900–700BCE) 

 

13:30 – 14:30 Kosilo/Lunch break 

 

14:30 – 14:45 Feđa Milivojević: Urbane in administrativne transformacije na vzhodnem Jadranu: 

primer Absora/Urban and Administrative Transformations on the Eastern Adriatic: 

The Case of Absorus 

14:45 – 15:00 Anamarija Kurilić: Latinski napisi v kamnu iz antičnega Osorja/Latin Inscriptions in 

Stone from Ancient Osor 

15:00 – 15:15 Katarina Šmid: Stare najdbe v novi luči: Ponovna obravnava kiparskih del 

Apsora/Old Discoveries, New Insights: Reconsidering the Sculpture of Apsorus 

15:15 – 15:30 Irena Lazar: Steklene najdbe kot pokazatelj bogastva in prestiža v Osorju/Glass 

Finds as an Indicator of Wealth and Prestige in Osor  

 

15:30 – 15:45 Odmor za kavo/Coffee break 

 

15:45 – 16:00 Josip Burmaz, Dženi Los & Dinko Tresić Pavičić: Arheološke raziskave osorske 

nekropole na območju Kavanele in Preko mosta/Archaeological Investigations of 

the Osor Necropolis in the Area of Kavanela and Preko mosta  

16:00 – 16:15 Andrej Janeš, Kristina Turkalj & Marin Matković: Zahodna nekropola antičnega 

Osorja/The Western Necropolis of Ancient Osor  

16:15 – 16:30 Željka Bedić: Bioarheologija človeških skeletnih ostankov z zahodne rimske 

nekropole/The Bioarchaeology of Human Skeletal Remains from the Western 

Roman Necropolis 

16:30 – 16:45 Andreja Sironić & Nives Doneus: Vpliv morskega okolja na propadanje malte v 

arheoloških ostalinah: primer otoka Cresa/The Influence of the Marine 

Environment on Mortar Degradation in Archaeological Remains: A Case Study of 

the Island of Cres  



 

16:45 – 17:00 Odmor za kavo/Coffee break 

 

17:00 – 17:15 Morana Čaušević-Bully & Sébastien Bully: Sveti Peter v Osorju: Poglavitni rezultati 

dvanajstih let arheoloških raziskav/Saint Peter of Osor: The Main Results of Twelve 

Years of Archaeological Investigations  

17:15 – 17:30 Georgie Baudry: Najdbe odkrite med izkopavanjem opatije svetega Petra v 

Osorju/The Small Finds Discovered During the Excavation of the Abbey of Saint 

Peter in Osor 

17:30 – 17:45 Anaïs Delliste: Dva pogrebna prostora pri svetem Petru v Osorju: arheološko-

antropološka perspektiva/Two Funerary Spaces at Saint Peter of Osor: An 

Archaeo-Anthropological Perspective 

 

17:45 – 18:00 Odmor za kavo/Coffee break 

 

18:00 – 18:15 Zrinka Mileusnić: Osor ponovno veličasten: Dosegljivost arheološke dediščine 

Osorja – Med otokom in oblakom/Make Osor Great Again: Accessibility of Osor's 

archaeological Heritage – Between the Island and the Cloud  

 

18:15 – 19:00 Diskusija/Discusion 

 

19:30 – 22:00 Večerja/Dinner 

 

 

 

SREDA, 5. 11. 2025 / WEDNESDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 2025 

 

10:00 Ogled razstave Smrt v Osorju/Tour of the Exhibition Death in Osor 

 

10:30 Zaključna diskusija osorskih perspektiv in podelitev certifikatov/ 

Concluding Discussion on Osor Perspectives and Certificate Ceremony 

 

12:00 Ekskurzija/Field Trip  
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